
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1139 March 1, 2016 
people convicted of sexual violence of-
fenses in state prisons, and hundreds of 
thousands more who currently reside 
in neighborhoods across the United 
States. As a father of five and the 
grandfather of 9, I believe we should 
continue to make sex offender registra-
tion and notification a priority. 

Mr. President, July 27 of this year 
will mark the 35th anniversary of 
Adam Walsh’s abduction. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in supporting the 
passage of this important legislation 
before that date elapses. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. TILLIS): 

S. 2614. A bill to amend the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994, to reauthorize the Missing 
Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram, and to promote initiatives that 
will reduce the risk of injury and death 
relating to the wandering characteris-
tics of some children with autism; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today Senators SCHUMER, TILLIS and I 
will introduce legislation to help 
America’s families locate missing 
loved ones who have Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, autism or related conditions that 
may cause them to wander. Our bill 
would extend existing programs de-
signed to assist in locating Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia patients. It also 
adds new support for people with au-
tism. 

We have named the legislation in 
honor of two boys with autism who per-
ished because their condition caused 
them to wander. One of these children, 
nine-year-old Kevin Curtis Wills, 
slipped into Iowa’s Raccoon River near 
a park and tragically drowned in 2008. 
The other, 14-year-old Avonte Oquendo, 
wandered away from his school and 
drowned in New York City’s East River 
several years ago. 

Theirs are not isolated cases. We 
have all read or heard the heart-
breaking stories of families frantically 
trying to locate a missing loved one 
whose condition caused him or her to 
wander off. 

We have also seen benefits of notifi-
cation systems to locate missing chil-
dren and bring relief to families 
through community assistance. Our 
bill will use similar concepts and other 
technology to help locate people with 
Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of 
dementia as well as children with au-
tism spectrum disorders who may be 
prone to wander away from their fami-
lies or caregivers. 

My home State of Iowa has the fifth 
highest Alzheimer’s death rate in 
America, according to the Alzheimer’s 
Association. As further noted by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, which we con-
sulted on this bill’s development, as 
many as one in three seniors will die 
with a form of dementia. About 63,000 
Iowans are living with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

In 2014, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention released informa-

tion on the incidence of autism in this 
country. The CDC identified 1 in 68 
children as having autism spectrum 
disorders. Experts tell us that, in Iowa 
alone, about 8,000 individuals have been 
diagnosed with autism spectrum dis-
orders, and we worked closely with the 
Autism Society of Iowa on the develop-
ment of this bill. 

Because police often are the first 
people to respond when a child goes 
missing, the bill also will make re-
sources available to equip first re-
sponders and other community offi-
cials with the training necessary to 
better prevent and respond to these 
cases. With better information sharing, 
communities can play a central role in 
reuniting these children with their 
families. 

Finally, the bill will ensure that 
grants from the U.S. Department of 
Justice also can be used by state and 
local law enforcement agencies and 
nonprofits for education and training 
programs to proactively prevent and 
locate missing individuals with these 
conditions. The grants will facilitate 
the development of training and emer-
gency protocols for school personnel, 
supply first responders with additional 
information and resources, and make 
local tracking technology programs 
available for individuals who may wan-
der from safety because of their condi-
tion. Grant funding may also be used 
to establish or enhance notification 
and communications systems for the 
recovery of missing children with au-
tism. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important legislation. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 381—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY AND LEG-
ACY OF MICHAEL JAMES 
RIDDERING AND CONDEMNING 
THE TERRORIST ATTACKS IN 
OUAGADOUGOU, BURKINA FASO 
ON JANUARY 15, 2016 

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
KIRK) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 381 

Whereas, on January 15, 2016, terrorists 
perpetrated heinous attacks at the Splendid 
Hotel, the Cappuccino Café, and the Yibi 
Hotel in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, killing 
30 innocent civilians from 18 countries, in-
cluding Burkina Faso, Canada, France, 
Libya, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Por-
tugal, Ukraine, and the United States; 

Whereas Michael James Riddering was the 
only citizen of the United States killed in 
the terrorist attacks on January 15, 2016; 

Whereas first responders, including 
Burkinabe forces, and French and United 
States security personnel, including per-
sonnel of the Bureau of Diplomatic Security 
and of the United States Armed Forces, val-
iantly and quickly assisted with evacuating 
civilians trapped in the Splendid Hotel, 
transporting civilians to safe locations, and 
supporting the military of Burkina Faso in 
securing the area around the Splendid Hotel; 

Whereas Michael James Riddering resided 
in Yako, Burkina Faso, was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, and was raised in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida; 

Whereas Michael James Riddering was a 
graduate of Fort Lauderdale Christian High 
School; 

Whereas Michael James Riddering was a 
businessman, a boat builder, and a mis-
sionary who led an orphanage, a school, and 
a women’s crisis center in Burkina Faso, and 
was a father, son, husband, brother, and 
friend; 

Whereas Michael James Riddering and his 
wife, Amy, worked as a part of a team that 
cared for over 400 orphaned children and pro-
vided direct assistance to disenfranchised 
widows in Burkina Faso; 

Whereas Michael James Riddering was in 
the capital, Ouagadougou, of Burkina Faso 
on January 15, 2016, to meet a group of mis-
sionaries who had arrived from Florida to 
volunteer for 10 days at the compound that 
he and his wife, Amy, ran in the city of 
Yako; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
stand united with the family, friends, and 
colleagues of Michael James Riddering to 
support the individuals touched by his life or 
affected by his death and to pray for healing, 
understanding, and peace: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) strongly condemns the terrorist attacks 

in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso on January 
15, 2016; 

(2) honors the memory of Michael James 
Riddering, the United States citizen who was 
killed in the terrorist attack on the Cap-
puccino Café on January 15, 2016, in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso; 

(3) recognizes and honors the dedication of 
Michael James Riddering, who moved half-
way across the world to work with orphans 
and widows in order to help them improve 
their lives and to contribute to their commu-
nities; 

(4) extends sincere condolences and prayers 
to— 

(A) the family, friends, and colleagues of 
Michael James Riddering, particularly his 
wife, Amy, and their children, Haley, 
Delaney, Biba, and Moise; and 

(B) the individuals touched by the life of 
Michael James Riddering, including the 
dedicated aid workers, missionaries, and vol-
unteers that continue to selflessly engage in 
important humanitarian and development 
efforts; and 

(5) pledges to continue to work to counter 
violent extremism, including through edu-
cation and community development, in the 
United States and abroad. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 382—CON-
GRATULATING THE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGES OF IOWA FOR 50 
YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERV-
ICE TO THE STATE OF IOWA, 
THE UNITED STATES, AND THE 
WORLD 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mrs. 

ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 382 

Whereas Senate File 550 in the Iowa State 
Senate, which provided for the establishment 
and operation of area community colleges in 
Iowa, was signed into law by Governor Har-
old Hughes on June 7, 1965, creating a new 
community college system in Iowa; 

Whereas each of the community colleges of 
Iowa was officially designated by the State 
Board of Education in 1966, including— 
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(1) Northeast Iowa Community College, 

North Iowa Area Community College, North-
west Iowa Community College, Iowa Central 
Community College, Southwestern Commu-
nity College, and Indian Hills Community 
College on February 18, 1966; 

(2) Hawkeye Community College, the East-
ern Iowa Community Colleges, Kirkwood 
Community College, Des Moines Area Com-
munity College, and Iowa Western Commu-
nity College on March 18, 1966; 

(3) the Iowa Valley Community College 
District on April 29, 1966; 

(4) Southeastern Community College on 
June 2, 1966; 

(5) Western Iowa Tech Community College 
on August 19, 1966; and 

(6) Iowa Lakes Community College on Oc-
tober 28, 1966; 

Whereas, 50 years later, the community 
colleges of Iowa have grown to be the largest 
postsecondary institutions in the State, pro-
viding accessible and affordable education to 
a diverse range of students in Iowa and 
around the world; 

Whereas, 50 years later, the community 
colleges of Iowa are leaders in delivering col-
lege parallel courses and career technical 
education programs to high schools students 
in Iowa; 

Whereas, 50 years later, the community 
colleges of Iowa provide opportunities in 
adult literacy and basic education to low- 
skilled workers, immigrants, and refugees; 

Whereas, 50 years later, the workforce of 
Iowa has nearly 25,000,000 credit hours and 
more than 138,000,000 contact hours of past 
and present community college training; 

Whereas, 50 years later, the community 
colleges of Iowa lead the response to the spe-
cific workforce needs of communities in 
Iowa, including the ability for Iowa busi-
nesses to compete in global markets; and 

Whereas, 50 years later, the community 
colleges of Iowa are the leaders in providing 
skills training for high-demand, high-paying, 
high-skilled occupations and career enhance-
ment opportunities for Iowa workers: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates and commends the com-

munity colleges of Iowa for 50 years of— 
(A) developing and sustaining accessible 

and quality higher education opportunities 
for all Iowans; and 

(B) service to Iowa and the United States; 
and 

(2) requests that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate transmit a copy of this resolution to— 

(A) the Board Chair of the Iowa Associa-
tion of Community College Trustees; and 

(B) the Chair of the Iowa Association of 
Community College Presidents. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 383—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE UNITED STATES-ISRAEL 
ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP AND 
ENCOURAGING NEW AREAS OF 
COOPERATION 
Mr. PERDUE (for himself, Mr. 

TESTER, and Mr. COONS) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 383 

Whereas the deep bond between the United 
States and Israel is exemplified by its many 
facets, including the robust economic and 
commercial relationship; 

Whereas, on April 22, 2015, the United 
States celebrated the 30th anniversary of its 
free trade agreement with Israel, which was 
the first free trade agreement entered into 
by the United States; 

Whereas the United States-Israel Free 
Trade Agreement established the Joint Com-
mittee to facilitate the agreement and col-
laborate on efforts to increase bilateral co-
operation and investment; 

Whereas, since the signing of this agree-
ment, two-way trade has multiplied tenfold 
to over $40,000,000,000 annually; 

Whereas Israel is the third largest im-
porter of United States goods in the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) region after 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, 
despite representing only 2 percent of the re-
gion’s population; 

Whereas nearly half of all investment in 
the United States from the MENA region 
comes from Israel; 

Whereas Israel has more companies listed 
on the NASDAQ Stock Exchange than any 
other country except for the United States 
and China; 

Whereas, in 1956, the United States-Israel 
Education Foundation was established to ad-
minister the Fulbright Program in Israel, 
and has facilitated the exchange of nearly 
3,300 students between the United States and 
Israel since its inception; 

Whereas, in 1972, the United States-Israel 
Binational Science Foundation (BSF) was es-
tablished to promote scientific relations be-
tween the United States and Israel by sup-
porting collaborative research projects in 
basic and applied scientific fields, and has 
generated investments of over $480,000,000 to 
over 4,000 projects since its inception; 

Whereas Binational Science Foundation 
grant recipients have included 43 Nobel Lau-
reates, 19 winners of the Albert Lasker Med-
ical Research Award, and 38 recipients of the 
Wolf Prize; 

Whereas, in 1977, the United States-Israel 
Binational Industrial Research and Develop-
ment Foundation (BIRD) was established to 
stimulate, promote, and support non-defense 
industrial research and development of mu-
tual benefit to both countries in agriculture, 
communications, life sciences, electronics, 
electro-optics, energy, healthcare informa-
tion technology, homeland security, soft-
ware, water, and other technologies, and has 
provided over $300,000,000 to over 700 joint 
projects since its inception; 

Whereas recent successful BIRD projects 
include the ReWalk system that helps 
paraplegics walk, a medical teaching simu-
lator for Laparoscopic Hysterectomies, and a 
new drug to treat chronic gout; 

Whereas, in 1978, the United States-Israel 
Binational Agricultural Research and Devel-
opment Fund was established as a competi-
tive funding program for mutually bene-
ficial, mission-oriented, strategic and ap-
plied research of agricultural problems con-
ducted jointly by United States and Israeli 
scientists, and has provided over $250,000,000 
to over 1,000 projects since its inception; 

Whereas an independent review of the 
United States-Israel Binational Agricultural 
Research and Development Fund (BARD) es-
timated that the dollar benefits of just 10 of 
its projects through 2010 came to $440,000,000 
in the United States and $300,000,000 in 
Israel, far exceeding total investment in the 
program; 

Whereas, in 1984, the United States and 
Israel began convening the Joint Economic 
Development Group (JEDG) to regularly dis-
cuss economic conditions and identify new 
opportunities for collaboration; 

Whereas, in 1994, the United States-Israel 
Science and Technology Foundation 
(USISTF) was established to promote the ad-
vancement of science and technology for mu-
tual economic benefit and has developed 
joint research and development programs 
that reach 12 States; 

Whereas the United States-Israel Innova-
tion Index (USI3), which was developed by 

USISTF to track and benchmark innovation 
relationships, ranks the United States-Israel 
innovation relationship as top-tier; 

Whereas, in 2007, the United States-Israel 
Binational Industrial Research and Develop-
ment Foundation (BIRD) Energy program 
was established to provide support for joint 
United States-Israel research and develop-
ment of renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency, and has provided $18,000,000 to 20 
joint projects since its founding; 

Whereas, since 2011, the United States De-
partment of Energy and the Israeli Ministry 
of National Infrastructures, Energy and 
Water Resources have led an annual United 
States-Israel Energy Meeting with partici-
pants across government agencies to facili-
tate bilateral cooperation in that sector; 

Whereas, in 2012, Congress passed and 
President Barack Obama signed into law the 
United States-Israel Enhanced Security Co-
operation Act of 2012 (Public Law 112–150), 
which set United States policy to expand bi-
lateral cooperation across the spectrum of 
civilian sectors, including high technology, 
agriculture, medicine, health, pharma-
ceuticals, and energy; 

Whereas, in 2013, President Obama said in 
reference to Israel’s contribution to the glob-
al economy, ‘‘That innovation is just as im-
portant to the relationship between the 
United States and Israel as our security co-
operation.’’; 

Whereas, in 2014, Secretary of the Treasury 
Jacob Lew said, ‘‘As one of the most techno-
logically-advanced and innovative economies 
in the world, Israel is an important economic 
partner to the United States.’’; 

Whereas the 2014 Global Venture Capital 
Confidence Survey ranked the United States 
and Israel as the two countries with the 
highest levels of investor confidence in the 
world; 

Whereas, in 2014, Congress passed and 
President Obama signed into law the United 
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–296), which deepened co-
operation on energy, water, agriculture, 
trade, and defense, and expressed the sense of 
Congress that Israel is a major strategic 
partner of the United States; and 

Whereas economic cooperation between 
the United States and Israel has also thrived 
at the State and local levels through both 
formal agreements and bilateral organiza-
tions in over 30 States that have encouraged 
new forms of cooperation in fields such as 
water conservation, cybersecurity, and alter-
native energy and farming technologies: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) affirms that the United States-Israel 

economic partnership has achieved great 
tangible and intangible benefits to both 
countries and is a foundational component of 
the strong alliance; 

(2) recognizes that science and technology 
innovation present promising new frontiers 
for United States-Israel economic coopera-
tion, particularly in light of widespread 
drought, cybersecurity attacks, and other 
major challenges impacting the United 
States; 

(3) encourages the President to regularize 
and expand existing forums of economic dia-
logue with Israel and foster both public and 
private sector participation; and 

(4) expresses support for the President to 
explore new agreements with Israel, includ-
ing in the fields of energy, water, agri-
culture, medicine, neurotechnology, and cy-
bersecurity. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3351. Mr. HELLER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
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